
1283

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Oct. 2

Ladies and gentlemen, the Vice President. NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Finance Committee Action on Fast-Track Trading
Authority Legislation
October 1, 1997

I am pleased that the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, with overwhelming bipartisan support,
has reported out legislation that renews the part-
nership between the President and the Congress
in reaching trade agreements, a negotiating au-
thority every President has had since 1974. To
keep the American economy strong, we must
continue to break down unfair foreign trade bar-
riers to our goods and services. This legislation

will allow us to tear down those barriers and
help American businesses and workers compete
and win in the global marketplace. I look for-
ward to working with the congressional leader-
ship to build on the bipartisan spirit we saw
in the Senate Finance Committee today and
to secure passage of this important legislation
this year.

Remarks Announcing a Food Safety Initiative and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 2, 1997

The President. Thank you, Mr. Vice President,
Secretary Shalala, Deputy Secretary Rominger,
Cathie Woteki, Dr. Friedman, all the represent-
atives of the groups that have helped us come
to this day.

Our Government made a fundamental prom-
ise to the American people of a bountiful and
safe food supply way back at the beginning of
this century. It is a promise that we have had
to renew our commitment to periodically over
the years and a promise that needed a lot of
work when I became President. From the day
I took office, I worked very hard to honor that
commitment, to make our food supply the
world’s safest, even safer.

In 1993 the Vice President’s National Per-
formance Review recommended an overhaul of
our food safety procedures so that we could
use the best scientific technology available in
inspection methods to make sure that we had
put in the best preventive controls to keep our
food supply the world’s safest.

Since then, we have taken major steps. We
first put in place rigorous new safety standards
for seafood, meat, and poultry products, throw-
ing out archaic and ineffective methods of in-

spection that had not been updated for nearly
a century. We’ve required slaughterhouses to
test for deadly E. coli and salmonella bacteria.
We’ve begun developing new safety standards
for fruit and vegetable juices. We’ve strength-
ened our system of guaranteeing that our drink-
ing water will remain safe and improved public
health protections for pesticide uses on food.
And we brought a host of Federal agencies to-
gether to boost food safety research, education,
and surveillance efforts around our Nation. In
so doing, we’re using the world’s best science
to help prevent food contamination tragedies be-
fore they happen, to make sure our supply of
food is as safe as it can be.

Today, our food supply remains the world’s
safest, but we can’t rest on those accomplish-
ments. We have to do more. At the time when
Americans are eating more and more food from
around the globe, we must spare no effort to
ensure the safety of our food supply from what-
ever source. Today I want to tell you the new
steps we’re taking to ensure that our fruits and
vegetables, including those imported from other
countries, meet the highest health and safety
standards.
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